Domestic Violence in the United States
Recommended Use: Designed for an upper-level human rights-based course; requires some prior exposure to human rights course work and understanding of the United States’ special relationship with the Inter-American Commission.  This lesson can be used as a follow-up to a lecture on women's rights, especially if used to introduce the topic of domestic violence as a human rights issue in the United States.  This lesson plan can also be used to teach about the Inter-American human rights system.
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Objectives: 
· Students will be able to identify domestic violence in the context of a human rights issue in the United States.
· Students will have a foundational understanding of United States’ exceptionalism in regard to human rights.
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Synopsis:

In 2011, the Inter-American Commission found the United States responsible for human rights violations against a domestic violence survivor, Jessica Gonzales.  This lesson is designed to allow students to examine domestic violence in the United States as a human rights issue.  Students should be encouraged to explore ways that U.S. law and policy pertaining to domestic violence could be modified to promote human rights. 
Recommended Background Information:

The U.S. has not ratified the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.  The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which has been ratified by the U.S., guarantees the right to protection against arbitrary interference with one’s privacy, family, and home.  Article 12 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, to which the U.S. is a signatory state, states "no one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family…Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such attacks."  Yet, the U.S. is reluctant to frame domestic violence as a human rights issue as domestic violence has historically been relegated to the “private” realm.
Discussion Questions/Activity:
Why do you think the Inter-American Commission found the United States responsible for human rights violations?

What implications do the Commission's ruling have for U.S. policies and laws? 
Why is the U.S. reluctant to frame issues of domestic violence as a human rights issue?

What are some obstacles (social, political, economic, and/or cultural) to framing domestic violence as a human rights issue in the U.S.?

What can be done to overcome these obstacles?
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